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Bikkurim 3 presents new works by six young artists who are recent graduates
of art schools in Jerusalem and who live and work in the city. On display are
works in various mediums such as painting, sculpture, installation, and sound,
each artist in his or her own sphere.

The artworks present challenges to the thought patterns that seem to be fixed
in Israeli culture. An object, environment, or idea is treated and transformed
in such a way as to change its fundamental nature. Through large and small
gestures, the transformation accomplishes a transmutation of the mundane
which is so ordinary and so familiar, into poetic moments full of beauty and
imagination.

Bikkurim 3is a biannual project hosted by the New Gallery and Artists’ Studios,
Teddy Stadium, and sponsored by the Jerusalem Municipality's Department
of Plastic Arts. The project also provides professional support and artistic
guidance to young Jerusalem-based artists in order to encourage artistic
creativity in the city.

In Ran Bensimon's video The Loose Ends, there is an unexpected encounter of
cultures through a plotline moving between reality and fantasy. Three western
women of different ages walk through the spaces of an ancient Shinto temple,
stepping slowly through the temple gardens and cemetery. They are dressed
in traditional, authentic costumes similar to the clothing worn by the women
of Arles about two or more centuries ago. The women's presence is foreign
to the space, seeming to have emerged from one of 18th century painter's
Antoine Raspail's compositions.

The work creates a surrealistic pastiche that intensifies with its slow motion
and birdsong soundtrack accompanying the women as they walk. Bensimon
ends the video with a 3-D animation in which, in a transformative process, the
women are changed into night birds, as a kind of phantasmagorical spirits
who are a-temporal, guardians, capable of moving through time and space.
Although the language of the work is fictitious, it nevertheless resonates any
and every intercultural encounter between cultures foreign to each other,
raising thoughts on the Eurocentric gaze that dominates and appropriates.
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Piece, Sculpture and sound installation,
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The Apple's Heavy Weight, Sculptural
installation, iron, sponge, plaster, cloth,
wood, readymades
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David Rosenberg
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Forget Me Not, Sculptural Installation,
textile, recycled irrigation pipes, Hebron
Stone
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Artists: Alona, Ran Bensimon, Chamutal Bar Cohen,
1dit Gilad, Bar Eran, David Rosenberg

Curator: Sally Haftel Naveh
Mounting: Daniel Paley
January - March 2022

Leaflet

Hebrew editing: Merav Givoni-Hrushovski
Arabic translation: Nawaf Atamnah
English editing: J. Appleton

The New Gallery — Artists' Studios at Teddy Stadium, Visual Art
Division, Arts and Culture Department, Jerusalem Municipality

Director and Curator: Tamar Gispan-Greenberg

Measurements are given in centimeters, height x width
All photos are courtesy of the artists and Yair Hovav
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THE NEW GALLERY ARTISTS' STUDIOS



